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ABOUT THE NETWORK  

AMERICA'S ENTREPRENEURIAL EDUCATION NETWORK (the Network) is the most 

comprehensive entrepreneurial education and resource referral network in the United 

States and its territories. The mission of the Network is to facilitate awareness, access 

and use of America's government and nonprofit business assistance programs, and 

private sector goods and services tailored to supporting self-employment and small 

business start-up, growth and sustainability.  

Hosted by the Foundation for Entrepreneurial Research and Development (FERAD), 

a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, and funded in part through a partnership with 

Knowledge Institute, the Network represents over 22,500 government and nonprofit 

business assistance agencies, 33,000 volunteer business counselors, 300 trade 

associations, 800 Chambers of Commerce, 575 academic institutions and select 

providers of business-to-business products and services.  

The mission of FERAD is to represent the collective interests of Network participants 

through educationally focused content development, publishing and dissemination of 

small business offerings in multiple trusted on- and off-line communication channels. 

Communication channels include FERAD-hosted networks, as well as collaborative 

outreach relationships with myriad government, nonprofit and private sector organizations 

such as IBM, The World Bank, The Wall Street Journal, IRS, the U.S. Small Business 

Administration, the U.S. Department of Education Vocational Rehabilitation, SCORE 

Counselors to America's Small Business, and Small Business Development Centers. 

Communication platforms include leading small business resource communities, social 

media, newsletters, print publications, public speaking engagements, television, radio, 

podcasts, webinars, eCourse programming, seminars, conferences, 1-on-1 consultations 

and customer service practices.  

Collectively, the Network is driving an average of 2.5 million business-to-business 

exchanges each month.  Network users represent 18% proprietors, 60% small and 

medium-sized business CEOs and 11% business managers. Size of Network user 

ventures represent 25% self-employed, 63% 1-49 employees, and 10% 50-499 

employees. Whether online, off-line, at a public forum or an individual face-to-face 

consultation, FERAD is effectively educating and connecting small and medium-sized 

business owners, managers and administrators to the people, programs, products and 

services required to grow their ventures, create new jobs and contribute to the strength of 

the U.S. economy. 
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WHY CARE 

Small business is critical to the well being of our communities and America's global 

competitiveness. Small firms represent 99.7 percent of all employer firms, employ just 

over half of all private sector employees, pay 44 percent of total U.S. private payroll, 

generated 64 percent of net new jobs over the past 15 years, and made up 97.3 percent 

of all identified exporters.
1
 Small firms are also a major source of new ideas, products 

and services that add value to our local, regional and national economies.  

As a government, nonprofit or private sector provider of business-to-business 

products and services, it is essential that individuals learn about, understand and 

effectively utilize your offerings to start, grow and succeed in business. The problem is 

that many do not know what exists, what to ask or who to trust. FERAD's educationally 

focused content and publishing services, and the breadth and reach of America's 

Entrepreneurial Education Network offer an established, trusted and cost effective 

outreach solution. 

 

ABOUT FERAD 

The Foundation for Entrepreneurial Research and Development (FERAD) is 

dedicated to promoting social and economic progress through fostering entrepreneurship. 

The core FERAD team represents over half a decade of expertise in the field of 

entrepreneurship as scholars, practitioners, authors, educators and marketing 

communications professionals. 

FERAD's contributions in the field of entrepreneurship have resulted in numerous 

forms of recognition including being named U.S. Small Business Champion by the U.S. 

Small Business Administration, and receiving select awards for Internet design, media 

communications, leadership, advocacy and economic development impact.  

As an effective facilitator of public/private collaboration and transformative leadership, 

FERADôs vision is to advance entrepreneurial knowledge and connect millions of 

individuals around the globe to the resources they require to start, grow and succeed in 

entrepreneurial pursuits.  

  

                                                           
1
 U.S. Small Business Administration Office of Advocacy. (2011). How important are small businesses to the U.S. 

economy? Retrieved from http://www.sba.gov/advocacy/7495/8420 
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NETWORK  SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

AMERICA 'S ENTREPRENEURIAL EDUCATION NETWORK   
- THE NETWORK - 

                 
      By: 
 

 
(Examples of sponsor campaigns below are viewable on page 4) 
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Contact FERAD for Sponsorship Pricing Levels 

Co-Branded Entrepreneurial Resource Network; State-based 
directory of government and nonprofit business assistance 
programs 

    V V 

Multiple Channel Industry Network Positioning
1
 (2 to 3); 

e.g., BUZGate, VetBizGO, myVbi, myExpertNet, buzVR and 
IBM/World Bank SMEToolKit 

  V V V V 

Single Channel/State Industry Network Positioning
2
; e.g., 

BUZGate, VetBizGO, myVbi or myExpertNet. V V     

Increased SEO Positioning; Multiple link placements pointing 
to home page and sub-level sponsor web site content 

> 500 
links 

> 1,500 
links 

> 2,500 
links 

> 5,000 
links 

> 8,000 
links 

> 8,000 
links 

Product Placement in Media Appearances; TV, radio, 
webinars & podcasts 

   V V V 

Publicity Targeting and Product Placement Pitch to Media; 
National, regional and local trade journals, TV, radio and social 
media 

  V V V V 

Promotion at Special Events; Conferences, seminars, trade 
shows, lectures and related public speaking engagements 

  V V V V 

Product Placement in Published Articles; on- and/or off-line  quarterly 
bi-

monthly 
monthly monthly monthly 

Social Media Posts; Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn Groups & 
others as appropriate 

quarterly 
bi-

monthly 
monthly monthly monthly monthly 

Newsletters; distributed to Entrepreneurs, Govt. Agencies, 
Nonprofit Organizations, Trade Assns., Chambers, Academic 
Institutions, Business Counselors and Business-to-Business 
Influence Leaders 

quarterly 
bi-

monthly 
monthly monthly monthly monthly 

Blog Posts; Dr. Bill's Blog, IBM Business Basics Blog & others 

as appropriate 
quarterly 

bi-
monthly 

monthly monthly monthly monthly 

1, 2
 Multiple Channel Industry Network Positioning and Single Channel Industry Network Positioning include custom 

developed educational messaging by renowned FERAD authors.  

  

 

http://www.buzgate.org/
http://www.vetbizgo.org/
http://www.myvbi.org/
http://www.myexpertnet.org/
http://www.buzvr.org/
http://us.smetoolkit.org/us/en
http://www.buzgate.org/
http://www.vetbizgo.org/
http://www.myvbi.org/
http://www.myexpertnet.org/
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NETWORK PARTICIPANTS   

A representative sampling of 25,000 organizations participating in America's Entrepreneurial Education 

Network through educationally focused messaging, reciprocal links, resource promotion and referral activities. 

FERAD-Hosted Entrepreneurial Education Networks 

Business Utility Zone 
Gateway 

www.buzgate.org 

 

Veterans Business 
Accelerator 

www.vetbizgo.org 

 

Expert Referral 
Network 

www.myexpertnet.org 

 

Entrepreneurship for 
Individuals 

w/Disabilities 

www.buzvr.org

 

Virtual Business Incubator 

www.myvbi.org 

 

Co-Branded Entrepreneurial Education Networks powered by FERAD 

NH Dept. of Resources & 
Economic Dev. 

www.nheconomy.com 

 

The Wall Street Journal 

www.wsj.com 

 

IBM/The World Bank 

SME Toolkit 

us.smetoolkit.org 

 

New York State Economic 
Development 

http://www.nyfirst.ny.gov 

 

Sponsor Educational Messaging (Sampling) 

Internal Revenue 
Service 

Small Business Tax 
Help from the IRS 

 

U.S. Small Business 
Administration 

SBA Resources for 
Small Business 

 

American Express  

Small Business Credit 

Strategies  

SCORE Counselors to 
America's Small 

Business 

Small Business 
Mentoring Network

 

Regus 

Small Business Office 
Solutions 

 

Blog Posts (Sampling) Reciprocal Promoters of the Network (Sampling) 

Deborah's Business Basics 
(FERAD founder) hosted by 

IFC/IBM 

www.wordpress.com 

 

Dr. Bills Blog (FERAD 
Chairman) hosted by 
Knowledge Institute 

www.wordpress.com 

 

America's Small Business 
Development Centers 

http://www.asbdc-us.org 

 

U.S. Association of Veterans in 
Business 

www.usavetbiz.org 

 

Social Media Posts (Sampling) 

Twitter 

DeborahOsgood 

Knowledge_ Inst 

Followers 

 

Facebook 

Knowledge Institute 

 

LinkedIn  

Accounts: Dr. Deborah Osgood & AskBUZ 

Groups: Multiple Entrepreneurial Focused 

 

Other (Sampling) 

  

 

 

TV, Radio, Articles, Webinars, Podcasts & Press Release Posts (Sampling) 

                  

                    

 

 

http://www.buzgate.org/
http://www.vetbizgo.org/
http://www.myexpertnet.org/
http://www.buzvr.org/
http://www.buzvr.org/
http://www.myvbi.org/
http://www.buzgate.org/8.0/nh/fh.html?cb=nhecon#service
http://online.wsj.com/fragment/small_business_buzzgate.html?frame_src=http://www.buzgate.org/8.0/dc/bfh_wsj.html
http://us.smetoolkit.org/us/en
http://www.buzgate.org/8.0/ny/fh.html?cb=nydev#service
http://www.buzgate.org/8.0/ny/ch_irs.html
http://www.buzgate.org/8.0/ny/ch_irs.html
http://www.buzgate.org/8.0/ca/ch_sba.html
http://www.buzgate.org/8.0/ca/ch_sba.html
http://www.buzgate.org/8.0/fl/ch_amexopen2.html
http://www.buzgate.org/8.0/fl/ch_amexopen2.html
http://www.buzgate.org/8.0/il/ch_score.html
http://www.buzgate.org/8.0/il/ch_score.html
http://www.buzgate.org/8.0/il/ch_score.html
http://www.buzgate.org/8.0/tx/ch_regus.html
http://www.buzgate.org/8.0/tx/ch_regus.html
http://debbizbasics.wordpress.com/
http://buzgate.wordpress.com/
http://www.asbdc-us.org/Resources/SmallBusiness.html
http://usavetbiz.org/
http://www.buzgate.org/8.0/fl/ch_amexopen2.html
http://www.myexpertnet.org/index.html
http://www.myvbi.org/index.html
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/veterans-and-entrepreneurs-risk-takers-taking-calculated-risks-2011-11-09
http://studio-5.financialcontent.com/nydailynews/news/read?GUID=&Page=MediaViewer&GUID=19922418
http://finance.sfgate.com/hearst.sfgate/?GUID=&Page=MediaViewer&GUID=19922418&Page=MediaViewer&ChannelID=3191

